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that is restored by Swaraj, I fancy even the present profile of
the University will find itself completely altered, let us hope.
The products of the University can perhaps sell, tolerably at
least, in the market, but fire and life are so far non-existent.
But this apart, surely, Viswanadhji is not a c Hindu ! * I cannot
say that He has acknowledged this outlandish denomination
yet. "

CHAPTER  XXV

AS CONGRESS SECRETARY

In July 1923, Gopalakrishnayya was elected to the General
Secretaryship of the All-India Congress Committee; and in this
chapter we shall read about this secretaryship, which was unique
in several respects. The election itself was an accident; and
there was no idea of it at the time he went to Nagpur, but when
he returned, he came back as the A. I. G. C. Secretary, bringing
with him the A, I. C. C. Office also which was unprecedented
in the annals of the Congress history, nay, by making 'Desabhakta*
Venkatappayya Pantulu its President, during the latter's absence*

In order to understand his work as Congress Secretary, it
is necessary to remember the exact situation within the Congress
at this time. As already stated, there was an open split between
the Swarajists and the no-changers, which was tearing the Congress
into two. The Gaya Congress of December 1922 threw out, by
a two-thirds majority, the proposals of Mr. Das and his friends
for giving a new and effectively political orientation to the Congress
activities; but, instead, resolved upon completing the prepara-
tkms for offering civil disobedience by the end of April 1923.
Thereupon Mr. Das resigned his presidentship on 1-1-1923; but
his resignation was referred to the next meeting of the A. I* C. C*
By the end of April, the required * preparations * were found